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From hosting to independence: 

A Guide for Hosts and Guests  
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The bulk of UKUATogether activities have been under the umbrella of 

the UK Homes for Ukraine scheme. We have enabled registration of 

hosts and refugees, safeguarded matches, submitted visas, 

supported with finances, and often helped with schools and 

employment. 

We have been part of an astonishing national movement helping 

people fleeing war in Europe. Those who have come to the UK have 

been welcomed into our communities, schools and workplaces and 

the people of Ukraine are hugely grateful. 

Hosts have signed up for 12, 9 or 6 months of hosting refugees. Out 

of those about 25% fall into the category of being able to host for only 

6 months. This deadline is now approaching, and these hosts and 

Ukrainian families need our support with next steps. 

Below is a process that we have started following at UKUATogether to 

help Ukrainians move into the private rental market. 

 

Conversation when Hosting Arrangements are due to end 

For those hosts unable to extend their sponsorship, we encourage 

that a conversation is set up as soon as everyone is ready to talk 

through future plans.  

Many people from Ukraine are now in a position where they want to 

live independently in their own accommodation.  

A representative from UKUAT would be delighted to help facilitate an 

initial open discussion and support this with questions related to 

finances, rental properties and schools that all parties need to 

consider. 

  

http://www.ukuatogether.com/
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In particular we would focus on: 

1. What are your financial outgoings (food, bus travel, car etc) 

2. What are your financial incomings (wages; Universal Credits, 

child benefits, disability benefits) 

3. What are your housing requirements (house, apartment, number 

of bedrooms) 

4. What are your geographic preferences for where you will live 

(are these tied to schools etc) 

5. Have you started looking for accommodation  

6. Have you registered on sites or with an estate agency 

7. Do you know the approximate rent for the accommodation you 

want 

8. Do you know what the deposit on a rental is (it is usually 5 

weeks rent) 

 

Actions Hosts need to take when Hosting Arrangements are 

coming to an end 

As a Host, please inform your local authority two months beforehand 

or as soon as possible after this point. It will allow councils to offer 

help if your guests need to find a new host or independent 

accommodation, or to extend thank you payments if you decide to 

continue hosting. You can search for your local council 

at: https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council 

 

Additional online Resources 

There is lots of support and advice available to help them do this. It 

can be found here: 

In English:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-rent 

http://www.ukuatogether.com/
https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-rent
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In Ukrainian: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/u

ploads/attachment_data/file/1093993/How_to_rent__easy_read_Ukrai

nian_translation.pdf  

In Russian: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/u

ploads/attachment_data/file/1093994/How_to_rent__easy_read_Russ

ian_Translation.pdf 

For more information and for other resources please contact: 

www.ukuatogether.org 

 

Useful information 

 
One of the best websites to find houses and flats is 

www.rightmove.co.uk 
 
One of the best sites to find a room in a shared house is 
www.spareroom.co.uk 
 
Rent is about £950 to £1250 per month for a 2 bedroom house in 
Carterton and Witney in West Oxfordshire.   
 
What to think about: 
 
Furnished / 
unfurnished 

Most properties are rented “unfurnished”.  This means 
the kitchen is fitted, with cupboards and appliances 
(cooker, fridge, washing machine).  Bathrooms are 
fitted.  Fixed lights are installed.  There are no beds, 
tables, chairs etc. 
Furnished means in addition to thee, there are beds, 
chairs, tables, plates, kitchen equipment etc.  
 

Deposit Deposit on a rental property.  It is usually 5 weeks rent.  
Pay once at the signing of the contract.  Receive the 
money back at the end of the rental if no damages to 
the property. 

http://www.ukuatogether.com/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1093993/How_to_rent__easy_read_Ukrainian_translation.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1093993/How_to_rent__easy_read_Ukrainian_translation.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1093993/How_to_rent__easy_read_Ukrainian_translation.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1093994/How_to_rent__easy_read_Russian_Translation.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1093994/How_to_rent__easy_read_Russian_Translation.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1093994/How_to_rent__easy_read_Russian_Translation.pdf
http://www.ukuatogether.org/
http://www.rightmove.co.uk/
http://www.spareroom.co.uk/
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Credit check Landlords will conduct a credit check on tenants.  The 
usual credit check terms are that the tenant has annual 
gross income (gross = before tax) which is 30x the 
monthly rent.   
 

Guarantor  Landlords will also require a guarantor of the rent.  The 
guarantor has to have annual gross income (gross = 
before tax) which is 33x the monthly rent.  The tenant 
can be the guarantor. 
 

Council tax Pays for local services (schools, rubbish collection, 
police).  
1/10 of the annual amount is paid each month from 
April to January.  Paid by direct debit from your bank.   
 

Electricity  “Standing charge” is an amount paid per day. 
“Unit charge” is the price for the amount of the 
electricity used. 
Usually paid once each month by direct debit from 
your bank. 
 

Gas Most houses in the UK have heating and hot water 
running on gas. 
“Standing charge” is an amount paid per day. 
“Unit charge” is the price for the amount of gas used. 
Usually paid once each month by direct debit from 
your bank. 
 

Water rates Cost of fresh water and treating waste water.  Usually 
paid according to how much fresh water is used, 
measured with a meter in the house. 
 

Telephone 
line and 
internet 

The most common phone provider is BT.  Other 
companies are much cheaper. 
 

TV licence It is a legal requirement to have a TV licence to watch 
any TV.  They are quite aggressive to catch people 
who do not pay. 
 

 

http://www.ukuatogether.com/
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Guidance on costs 

 

Costs will vary significantly depending on the area where you rent, on 

the type and size of property and on how you live. 

 

An example of the costs for a 2 bedroom house in Witney/Carterton, 

Oxfordshire: 

Item Cost Comment 

Rent 

 

£1,150 Range £1000-1250 for 2 bedroom 

house/flat  

Deposit £1335 Pay once only; 5 weeks rent; receive back 

at end of tenancy 

Council tax £150 Band c; £1850 p.a. 

Electricity 

 

£115 3000-3500kw per year  

34p unit charge, 46.4p daily charge 

https://www.ovoenergy.com/guides/energy-

guides/how-much-electricity-does-a-home-use 

Gas 

 

£100 10,000 kwh per year 

10.3p /kwh; 28.5 daily charge 

https://smarterbusiness.co.uk/blogs/average-gas-

electricity-usage-uk/ 

 

Water 

rates 

 

£35 https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/blog/utilities/how-

much-is-the-average-water-bill-per-month 

 

Internet 

 

£20 Per month 

 

http://www.ukuatogether.com/

